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Faversham seems a bit cut up about that poor fellow
Alcott, doesn't he?"
" Because, I think, he feels that he is indirectly to
blame. If he had been living at Markheys the man
would not have died. It is utterly illogical, of course, but
we are often inclined to blame ourselves for events
entirely beyond our control. I have a distant recollection
of the man, though I could not describe him. I have
been in the habit of visiting Faversham's laboratory
for many years, at infrequent intervals."
" Faversham's analysis of the processes of indentifi-
eation was pretty shrewd. I think he's right. It isn't
always easy to recognise people, by any means. Do
you think you would have recognised Alcott, if you
had been asked to?"
Dr. Priestley shook his head. " I think it very
doubtful/' he replied. " I can only have seen him
half a dozen times, and I never knew his name. To
me he was merely Faversham's assistant. Following
the process of thought which Faversham described to
us, I should probably have been able to say where I had
seen him. Faversham, of course, could identify the body
with certainty/'
" He wouldn't have sworn to him, if he hadn't been
absolutely sure. He's a cautious chap, is Faversham.
You know, I never really meant to suggest for a moment
that the body was that of Venner. It couldn't have
been, of course. I was only trying to pull Faversham's
leg."
" Faversham has no taste for a problem which does
not directly concern him. But why, apart from his iden-
tification of the body, could it not have been that of
Venner?"
" Because of the circumstances. Venner cannot have
been wandering about the country all this time, unless
my original theory is right, and he had lost his